Radiochemotherapy for lung cancer in developing countries.
Radiochemotherapy has become a standard approach in locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer and limited disease small cell lung cancer. Most of the data supporting this observation come from the developed world and only extremely rarely have good-quality clinical trials been carried out in developing countries. It is therefore of paramount importance to put the experience of the developed world into the context of the limited resources and other health care problems of developing countries. In this overview, the problems with the implementation of such data are discussed. The necessity of carrying out clinical trials specifically designed to address the needs of developing countries is emphasised. The research on cheaper ways of radiochemotherapy combination should be encouraged. The specific national guidelines for local needs should be created and followed. The availability of radiotherapy equipment is of major importance, as radiotherapy has a pivotal role in non-surgical treatment of lung cancer, especially in the developing world.